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Eulogy to Multilingualism in Siberian Context
The paper presents some results and shares some experiences of a series of sociolinguistic surveys done in the last two decades (1993-2013) as a part of several projects on language documentation and description realized (or being realized) at the Laboratory for Computational Lexicography, Research Computing Centre, Lomonosov Moscow State University. We surveyed 45 settlements with Selkup, Ket, Evenki, Enets, Nenets, Dolgan local communities situated in Western and Central Siberia (Krasnoselkup and Pur districts, Yamalo-Nenets autonomous area, Evenki, Taimyr, Turukhansk and Yeniseisk districts, Krasnoyarsk territory, Upper-Ket and Kargasok districts, Tomsk region). 
In all the settlements, including those where the autochthonous population represents the overwhelming majority and where people still keep reindeer herding thus preserving traditional ways of life, the main means of communication both at home and in the community life is Russian. As a result, children able to speak their ancestral language are scares, they can still be found only in four Selkup and one Evenki villages of the surveyed area.

It cannot be said that the problem of heritage language attrition does not worry the communities. The attitude of ethnic community members towards the heritage language is mostly positive, the majority of parents say they want their children to speak their ancestral language, but even those parents who are able to speak it themselves choose to speak Russian with their children. Thus, though the ancestral language is regarded as desirable for children it is Russian that is considered obligatory. Actually, people do not believe that anything can be done to stop the shrinking of the use of their ancestral languages. Many of them just state their heritage language is dying. The prejudice that to learn the language of the majority, which gives access to education, professional career and prosperity, is only possible abandoning the ancestral language is still wide-spread both inside and outside ethnic minority groups, it is wide-spread in different social strata including educational authorities. So, the first thing to be done to support autochthonous languages is to overcome the prejudice. Advertising the advantages of multilingualism could be most helpful in the Siberian context.
Analyzing our sociolinguistic data we’ll focus upon the attitudes of communities’ members towards multilingualism and demonstrate a perfect example of a eulogy to multilingualism pronounced by a Selkup resident of a tiny village at the Taz River. 
The situation of language shift is today quite common for autochthonous communities of Siberia. Meanwhile, each surveyed settlement gives a new fragment and quite often a new dimension of the linguistic situation in the area. Local specific features should be taken into account when we try to understand the processes going on, to evaluate the perspectives of language maintenance and to develop appropriate approaches to effective language supporting policies. 
Illustrating our statements we’ll use fresh field materials, collected in the summer 2013 within the project “Expedition to the Selkup of the Middle Taz and the Lower Tolka, Krasnoselkup district, Yamalo-Nenets autonomous Area”, supported by Russian Foundation for the Humanities, grant 13-04-18010. 

